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dear friends, 
It is a cliché to say, “What a difference a year makes!” – still it is true. Last year at this 

time we had no idea what would unfold in early 2020. Still, God is good and remains in 

control. This year, thanks to your generous support we awarded five scholarships (four 

Merit and one RSH Leadership) totaling over $32,000. We had a smaller pool of applicants 

this year than we have had in the past but we focused on quality, not quantity.

We were able to meet with our RSH Scholar, Stella Souza, and her family earlier this 

year. We wore masks and limited our contact, but it was still nice to be able to award a 

well-deserved scholarship to her. We also had a chance to have an online, virtual pizza 

party with several of our GHRoW Scholars. This was a unique experience, but since we 

couldn’t meet in person, we still wanted to let our scholars know that we care about them.

We know that people are resilient, and by God’s Grace, we will see our lives return to 

some sense of normalcy in the not too distant future. Until then, we will continue to push 

forward and use the resources God has given us to work toward a brighter future 

for students at Shenandoah Valley Academy (SVA).

And speaking of SVA, as of this writing, school is back in session with 215+ students, the 

most in nearly a decade. So far no signs of illness and students are on campus, learning 

and praising God. We pray that all continues in a positive direction for the remainder of 

the year.

All the best,

David Reile
President

Byron Greenberg (1982)*

Mark Griffin (1982)

Dennis Handel (1985)

Kimberly Handel (1983)

Lauron Henkel (1993)

Rick Perez (1973)

David Reile (1982)

Polly Roberts (1983)

Barbara Suddarth

Emely Umaña (2011)

John Wagner (1957)

Paul Ware (1983)*

Tony Williams (1982)

members of the board

*Honorary board member

SVA graduating class in parenthesis.

Senior Stella Souza receives R. Scott Handel Leadership 
Scholarship award from GHRoW Vice President, Tony Williams 
(left) and President, David Reile (right). PC: Tracey Williams
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1Memory of Christopher Beers  |  2Honor of Dale Wilhelm|  3Memory of Roland Hegstad  |  4Memory of Scott Handel  |  5Memory of Sandra Wayner Dunlap  |  6Memory of Robert A Lewis, 
Sr. & Marion Greenberg  |  7Honor of Carola Copenhaver  |  8Memory of Kent Grimm  |  9Memory of John Glenn Purdie

donors
Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Russ & Kari Banks
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DeAnn Bell

Carl & Claire Blackburn

Steven & Brenda Blackburn

Brooke Grove Foundation2

Lisa Bruce

Sheri Clarke3

Jocelyn Cosme

Johnny & Sandy Dunlap

Aimee Ellington

Don & Becky Feltman

Robin Froelich

Keith Gibb4

Mark Griffin 

Eric Handel4

Kimberly Handel4

Bonnie Hannah1

Douglas Hegstad4

Stella Hegstad4

Janice Henderson4

Lauron Henkel

Lorraine Herr4

Michael & Mary Jaroche5

Daniel & Carol Lewis6

Linda Lyon4

Helen Maleady

Jack & Anna Marie McCleaf

Gus Mendez

Danyce Mills

Kurt Moon

Julio Narvaez

Rick & Marilyn Perez7

Ron & Susan Perkin

David Reile & Barbara Suddarth

Jeff & Heather Richardson

Polly Roberts

Sydney Romanof

Ricky & Susan Shull

Jeff & Darla Stong4

Emely Umaña8

John & Lilya Wagner

Paul & Susan Ware4

Gerald & Caroline White9

Charles Wilkens

Tony & Tracey Williams5
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Eligible applicants are newly enrolling freshman or sophomores, which 

allows a GHRoW Scholarship to be used in recruiting throughout the year. 

Prospective students who visit the SVA campus during Academy Days are 

also encouraged to apply, given they meet the qualifications. In this way, the 

support you help to provide is a part of a student’s entire financial plan. 

Renewal each year requires financial need, meeting academic standards, 

hours of community service, and for the student to work on campus. When 

GHRoW Scholars reach their senior year, students must submit a short essay 

describing a non-profit and why this organization appeals to them. GHRoW 

Scholars are then enabled to give to their selected non-profit through funds 

donated by GHRoW Board Members. The intent is to encourage students to 

consider what is important to them and experience a taste of giving.

ghrow merit schol arships

2020 Merit Scholars (left to right): Camden Prudencio, Zachary Mace, 
Jadelyn Vazquez, Naomi Coreas. PC: Laura Short

2019-2020 awards
The Merit Scholarship was awarded to four 8th grade students enrolled at SVA in the fall of 2020. A total of $32,000 was awarded in Merit 

Scholarships to Naomi Coreas, Zachary Mace, Camden Prudencio, and Jadelyn Vasquez. The new GHRoW Scholars have received one quarter 

of their scholarship funds and will be awarded the same amount each year the renewal criteria is met.



Page 5

Each year since 2010 an outstanding student leader at SVA has been awarded the R Scott Handel Leadership Scholarship. This year Stella 

Souza, Senior Class president, received the RSH Scholarship including $2,000 applied to her school account. Since SVA was meeting 

virtually, the GHRoW board and Scott’s mother, Linda Lyon, met with Stella and her family through zoom. On July 12, Stella and her family 

were on campus for her graduation. On that day she added her name to the scholarship plaque which hangs in the lobby of Dale E. Twomley 

Hall.

Stella plans to go into the medical field at Southern Adventist University. In her application, she said her dream was to be able to teach 

her patients to take preventive measures to good health, and be proactive in their diet and lifestyle, as opposed to reacting and taking 

medications when diseases start knocking on their door. She says she wants to be a part of improving health be it in research, in the 

hospital, or in the community.

r . scott handel schol arship

Stella Souza, 2020 SVA SA President and R. Scott Handel Leadership Scholarship recipient, 
with to her brother and parents. PC: Tracey Williams

GHRoW Board meets with Stella and her family through Zoom.
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In December a few GHRoW board members were on campus to share gift bags with the 

GHRoW scholars and later they enjoyed the annual Candlelight Concert. The gift bags are 

meant to provide a little encouragement before they take semester exams the following 

week. Normally the GHRoW board visits SVA in the Spring to take the GHRoW scholars out 

for pizza. Due to COVID-19 this was not a normal year. This year we met by Zoom. SVA 

Vice Principal, Kaleb Leeper, recently retired Vice Principal, Dorenda Dodge, and the first 

GHRoW scholar, Sarah A. Coulter, all joined us. Everyone became acquainted and some ate 

pizza from the comfort of their homes. All GHRoW students who attended were then given 

a Pizza Hut gift certificate to enjoy pizza later.

pizza and more

GHRoW gift bags filled with goodies before semester exams. GHRoW Scholars (left to right). Front – Anisa Phillip, Jaylin Villatoro, Anaiah McCalla, Giovanna Moraes, Jessica Palacios, 
Abby Willis /Back – David Reile (GHRoW Board), Seth Mace, Allen Moulder, Ethan Reinoehl, Colten Hartman, Lora Moulder, 
Barbara Suddarth (GHRoW Board)
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gifts received
Merit & Unrestricted $28,115

RSH Endowment 3,225

Legacy Endowment 2,050

Total $33,390

schol arships*
Awarded $34,000

Disbursed 22,750

endowments
RSH Leadership $102,271

Legacy 61,405

Total $163,676

assets
Total $256,507

Scholarship Obligations -79,750

Net 176,757

financial highlights

“I am so very grateful for this scholarship because being here at SVA is very much a 

privilege. I enjoy how the teachers and staff make you feel like family. Thank you for this 

opportunity.” – Abby. PC: Laura Short

* Scholarships are awarded annually and paid over the scholar’s remaining years at SVA. 
Disbursements are for both current and previous year’s scholarship awards.
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thank you notes from the schol ars

“ SVA has had such an impact on my life for a very long 
time…this has been possible because of wonderful people 
like yourself. Thank you so very much.” – Jessica. 
PC: Laura Short

“ I really enjoy going to the Academy…in the future I hope 
to be able to give back to others as you have given back to 
me.” – Seth. PC: Laura Short

›  " I am sincerely thankful for the help you gave me and other students at 
SVA. You have made it possible for me to have a Christian education. Not 
only do I thank you for giving the scholarship but also for giving your 
time and caring about us!” - Jaylin.

›  " I like going to SVA because of its Christian environment and how everyone 
is so friendly. The scholarship is very helpful in curbing the cost of 
tuition. It’s very much appreciated.” - Ethan.

›  " Being at SVA for the past two years has been such a blessing. I am so 
grateful to attend SVA, and cannot wait to spend my last two years there. 
Thank you so much for all that you do for me and the other GHRoW 
scholars! We are so thankful.” - Giovanna.

›  " My family and I are extremely grateful for what you are able to do, and 
without you guys I don't think I would have been able to attend SVA or 
Christian education for that matter.” - Anaiah.


